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To prevent similar unaathorized appoiDtments of persons to act 
as consular officers, in 1842 President Flo res issued a decree, and with 
it an official communication on such nominations, which read as fol- 
lows: 

The frequent occurance of naming substitute consuls and vice 
consuls without the customary presentation of despatches 
or commissions from the Supreme authorities of the Nation ; 
and it being convenient, from the importance of the consular 
character that no person has the right to invest it without 
the formalities prescribed for the rights of the people, it is 
decreed : 

Article 1. No person shall be recognized in the character 
of Consul General, Consul or Vice Consul, but in con- 
sequence of the exhibiton of a commission in proper form, 
sent by the Supreme Chief of the Nation to which he per- 
tains. 

Article 2. Notwithstanding, individuals named by a diplo- 
matic representative, consul general, or by a private party 
who, by the private laws of regulation of his Nation, or by 
his credentials or commission, has been authorized to make 
similar nominations, shall be recognized in the character of 
vice consul or commercial agent. 






Mr. Sweetzer was a partner in the house of Icaza, Sweetzer & 
Co., of this city, commission merchants, exporters, and agents for 
American manufacturers and merchant shipping lines. He continued 
in office until his death which occurred September 13, 1848. His 
wife and several children survived him for many years, residing at 
Guayaquil, the last of the family, a son, dying here thirteen or four- 
teen years ago. 

GEORGE W. BAKER 

Mr. Baker was appointed ** Acting Consul" September 21, 1848, by 
Minister Livingston, assuming the duties immediately afterward. He 
was an American, employed as chief clerk in the local business firm 
of Mickle & Co., and occupied the position of consul for six months. 

MATTHEW PALMER GAME. 

In the city of Philadelphia, Penn., Captain Game was bom in 
1805, an from an early age he followed the sea. In 1820 he, with 
Commodore John Daniel, entered the service of Venezuela to fight for 
its independence, continuing until late in 1829 when he arrived in 
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Vice Coosal, September 9, 1873, and was io charge during Consul 
Weile's second visit to the United States from April 1, 1874, to 
April 1, 1875; he resigned and leturned to the United States early in 
1876, apparently leaving Dr. Destruge in charge, bat the records are 
silent on the point. 

RICHARD McAllister, jr. 

received his appointment July 3, 1876, but seems not to have assumed 
his duties as consul. He was from Mississippi. 

PHANOR MARTIN EDER 

Born in the Baltic Provinces of Russia about the year 1830, in child- 
hood going to the United States, Mr. Eder after attaining his major- 
ity became naturalized in the City of New York. He engaged in mer- 
cantile pursuits for a number of years, as well as in banking, and be- 
came Mayor of Elko, Nevada. About the year 1872, he established 
himself in the import, export and banking business at Guayaquil, 
where he resided for many years. Mr. Eder was appointed Consul 
at Guayaquil on August 15, 1876, and was officially in charge from 
March 1, 1877, but actually performed the duties pertaining to the 
position from a few days after the date of his appointment. Dr. 
Destruge was again confirmed as Vice Consul January 4, 1877. Au- 
gust 25, 1879, Consul Eder delivered the archives to his successor. 
Mr. Eder was again appointed Consul at Guayaquil during recess on 
November 6, 1880, which was confirmed by the Senate May 16, 1881; 
and, although he accepted the honor, resigned October 21, without 
having taken charge of the office. 

In the early eighties Mr. Eder removed to London, later retiring 
from active business to Brussels where he was ad honorarem Consul 
for Ecuador and Panama. He died there in 1911, leaving a childless 
widow. 

ALEXANDER McLEAN 

Mr. McLean was born in Belleville, N. J., in 1S44. He was 
employed at an early age on the illustrated New York papers. He 
served in the Civil War in an Indiana regiment, and later as first lieu- 
tenant of the signal corps under Gen. Grant. After a varied experi- 
ence in photographic and other business in the West Indies where he 
recovered from an attack of yellow fever, he became identified with 
regular newspaper work in New York and Jersey City. He was 
appointed Consul at Guayaquil by President Hayes, May 29, 1879, 
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confirmed June 3, 1879, asiiuming charge of the office August 26th. 
The BtiDDBl report prepared by Consul UcLean is one of the most 
elaborate and exhaustive ever compiled on Ecuador. The continued 
ill health of his famit; caused his resignatroo, which became effective 
July 12, 1880; but, through the commercial houi>e of Antipara & 
McLean, he continued his interest >u Ecuador for many years. 

Returning to his native State, he again entered upon a journal* 
ietic career, where his influence for the public weal extended beyond 
the borders of New Jersey. He filled many positions of pobtic tru?t, 
at one time being sheriff of his home county, and was recognized as 
among the ablest of New Jersey's sons. 

Mr. McLean di^d in Jersey City January 6, 1916, where he is 

ALCIDES DESTRUGE 

Or. Destroge, a native of Veufzuela, and at the time Consul Gen- 
eral for that Republic, anBumed charge of the post as Vice Consul, 
continuing until the arrival of a regular appointee. Daring thia 
period the salary was increased to S1200. per year. He was an 
alumnus of the Medical Department of the University of New York, 
and enjoyed a lucrative practice in Guayaquil. One of bJe sons is Di- 
rector-GenersI of the Ecnedorjan Telegraph Service, and author of 
"Correlacion de las Fuerzas Nalnrales" ; another is (be distinguished 
Director of the Guayaquil Municipal Museum and Library, and author 
of many hisloricel works of great value; his patient search among 
the official record* made possible the insertion in this sketch of much 
interesting informatton relating to the early history of the office. 
HENRY C. MILLER 

Ur. Miller was appointed from Petpr, Minn , May 17, 1882, ar- 
riving bere July 31, and entered upon his duties August 7 of that 
year. He returned to the United States on the 11th of the following 
December, leaving Vic« Consul Destruge in charge who continued to 
act until August 25. 1883, when the archives were delivered to 

MARTIN REINBERG 
who had been appointtd Vice Consul April 9, 1883 That gentleman 
at flrat declined the honor, insisting on the retention of bis prede- 
cessor, but eventually accepted it. 

He was born in the Baltic Provinces of Russia in the year 1852, 
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was educated in Germaoy and later was naturalized as an American 
citizen at Cincinnati, Ohio, where bis parents bad establisb^d tbeir 
bome. He arrived in Guayaquil in the year 1867, as a member of 
tbe commercial firm of wbicb bis uncle, Consul Eder, was the head, 
afterward being selected as manager of the Commercial & Agricol- 
utural Bank of this city. Later, he became local manager of tbe 
Andean Trading Company of New York, a position he has filled to 
tbe present time. He is local agent for tbe Blue Diamond Steamship 
Line of New York, and of the United Fruit Line. 

HORATIO N. BEACH 

Mr. Beach, a native of Brockport, N. Y. , (July 5, 1884) assumed 
charge of the consulate August 16, 1883, having been consul at 
Puerto Cabello, Venezuela. He left on a leave of absence to tbe 
United States July 8, 1884, and while there was successful on No- 
vember 25, in having this office raised to the rank of Consulate-Gen- 
eral, with the salary increased to $3000. per year Tbe State 
Department records give bis appointment as Consul -General as from 
July 5-, 1884. Vice Consul -General Rt;inberg was in charge of the 
office, as also for some time after the final departure of Mr. Beach 
from Ecuador. October 30, 1885. 

OWEN McGARR 

This gentleman, appointed Consul -General Octobtrr 3, 1885, 
arrived in Guayaquil November 19, assuming the duties of the office 
on the 30tb, although his Senate confirmation was not until August 
3, 1886 During his absence in tbe United States the following year. 
Vice Consul -Genera I Reinberg was in charge. Mr. McGarr vacated 
the post August 31, 1889, afterward being Secretary of Legation in 
Chile, 1893, and Consul at Cienfuegos, Cuba, in 1895. 

WILLIAM SORSBY 

Mr. Sorsby was born at Panola, Miss., in 1858, during the early 
period of his life being associated with bis father in commercial 
affairs; later, be entered journalism, editing several country nei^s- 
papers and, in 1884, was part owner of tbe Mobile (Ala.) MORNING 
TELEGRAM. 

On June 26, 1889, he was appointed Consul-General at Guaya- 
quil, assuming charge September 1, of that year, bis appointment 
was confirmed May 14, 1890. While occupying tbe position, under 
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instructions from Secretary of State Blaine, Mr. Sorsby attempted to 
negotiate a commercial treaty with the Government of Ecuador. He 
arranged the adhestoti of Ecuador to the Pan-American Union and for 
the payment of Ecuador's share of the International Railroad. He 
was superceded May 26, 1893. Afterward, he was American Consul 
at San Juan del Norte, Nicaragua, and at Kingston, Jamaica, and in 
1902 was the American Minister to Bolivia. 

During his term of office, Mr. Isaac A. Reinberg appears to have 
performed the duties of Vice Consul on a number of occasions. 

GEORGE DILLARD 

This officer appointed March 30, 1893, entered upon hj& duties on 
May Zl, 1893. Duf jog his incumbency most of the archives sod fur- 
niture of the Consulate-General were destroyed by the fire of October 
5th and 6th, 1896, which laid bare more than a half of the city of 
Guayaquil. 

One of Mr. Dillard's friends inscribed the following lines on the 
Miscellaneous Record Book in this office : 

**0h land of Missiseippi's waters, 
Of stalwart sons and gentle daughters 
'Tie thou who sends this soldier strong 
To shield the traveler, right his wrong ; 
To plant our flag of stripe and star 
AVhere oranges, yam and plantain are." 

He sailed from Guayaquil August 28, 1897, leaving the affairs 
of the office with Vice Consul -General Reinberg. 

PERRY M. DeLEON 

WAS born in South Carolina, December 20, 1840, and received a col- 
legeate education. He was appointed Consul -General from Georgia 
July 15, assumed charge St;ptember 15, 1897. During his absence in 
the United States, Mr. John A. Wheeler, an English merchant, was 
io charge of the office from August 13 to December 29, 1900, as the 
Vice Consul-General was in Europe. 

After creditably occupying the position of American Vice Consul- 
General extending over a period of many years, on January 15, 1902, 
Mr. Reinl>erg resigned to devote his entire time to the business in- 
terests of which he was the manager. 

Mr. Robert R. Hancock was appointed to fill the vacancy Feb- 
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ruary 15, 1902, and was in charge for a few days; although bis 
commis.'tion was received on April 1 of that year, his exequatur was 
refused, not for any. personal reason, but owing to bis being an em* 
ployee of a company not enjoying pleasant relations with the Ecuador- 
ian Government. 

Mr. Delieon returned to the United States April 16, 1902, and 
was residing in the city of Washington in September, 1914. 

ROBERT R JONES 

Mr. Jones has resided in Guayaquil for many years; as a mer- 
chant he has been instrumental in introducing many lines of American 
manufactures into Ecuador, and was active m all matters relating to 
American interests He was appointed Consul-General at Guayaquil 
by Minister Sampson, April 19, 1902, and entered upon his duties on 
the 23rd. ■ As the appointment was irregular, the Secretary of State 
named him Vice Consul-General on June 2nd following. He was born 
in Canada, and is a naturalized American citizen; be remained in 
charge until the arrival of 

THOMAS NAST. 

whose term of office was soon terminated by his death from yellow 
fever. Among the many able consular officers who have been stationed 
at this post, none have occupied so prominent a place in national 
affairs as had Mr. Thomas Nast. Born at Landau, Bavaria, in 1840, 
he was brought by his parents to the United States six years later. 
At the early age of 14, after a training limited to six months, he was 
employed on FRANK LESLIES WEEKLY and other periodicals to 
supply drawings for illustrating current events. Later, he was Aid 
on General Garibaldi's staff during his Italian campaigns, at the 
same time preparing war pictures for the illustratf^d press of New 
York, London and Paris. 

Returning to the United States, Mr. Nast became permanently 
connected with HARPER'S WEEKLY, doing yeoman service in its 
pages with caricatures for the Union during the Civil War. and later 
wielded a great influence in the Cleveland-Blaine campaign and the 
Tweed exposures. In 1892 he established "NAST'S WEEKLY," 
in New York City, which continued through the campaign. Among 
bis most valued treasures were a silver vase presented to him by the 
Union League Club of New York, and one from 3500 officers and sub- 
ordiates of the United States Army and Navy, recognition of his ser- 
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vices to ttie Federal cbdss. He enlieted ii^the 7tb TegimeDt durin); 
the Orange riots of 1871. 

Mr, Theodore Roosevelt has stated that he owed nis political 
education to the pictorial efforte of Mr. Nast; and, after reaching the 
President's chair, be desired to show his appreciation which culminated 
in the appointment of Mr. Nast as Consul -General at Guayaquil 
May 15, 1902. He sailed from New York July 1st, arriving at his 
post on the ISth, assuming charge the next day. After performing 
the duties in an acceptable manner for nearly six months, during 
which time be exercised his wonderful skill with the pencil inaDawer- 
ing letters and Invitations with caricatures greatly prized by the re- 
cipients, he was stricken with that curae of humanity — yellow fever; 
and, after a week's illness, be died December 7, 1902. He was 
buried in the local Proteatant Cemetery, his remains at a later date 
being transferred to the United States. Thus sadly ended the career 
of a wonderful man. 

The duties of the post were immediately assumed by Vice Consul- 
General Jones. 

GEORGE SAWTER 

This officer bad had some experience in the American Consular 
Service, having been Commercial Agent in 1893 and Consul in 1896 
at Glauchau, Germany, and was Consal at Antigua, W. I., in 1901, 
He was appointed Consul -General at Guayaquil December 15, 1902, 
from New York, arriving at his post February 26, 1903. After 
qualifying and remaining in charge for one day, be returned to the Unit- 
ed Slates, having resigned the position as from April 15, 1903. A 
local wag composed the following poem based on the circumstances 

.SaidMr. S. toMrs. S., 
"My dear I think that wo 



Can never 


live as we should liv 


In this 'er 


■ town of G." 


.Said Mr. S 


. to Sirs. S., 


"I think \ 


ve'd bettt^r H(«, 


Itourlivw 


we would preserve, 


From this 


erctownofG." 


The fever 


t is gettinR worse, 


So telle m 


Mr. J., 


Then let u 


pa<:kupall our trap 


And gently skip away." 
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